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Southwestern celebrates MLK Day with power breakfast
Southwestern President Dr.. John Hays, Weatherford Mayor Mike Brown and Black Student Association Sponsor Steve Ray 
listen to the discussion at the MLK power breakfast. (Photo by Jonathan Bost)
Dawn Naunun
Staff Reporter
On Jan. 16, over 300 stu­
dents and faculty helped 
themselves to scrambled 
eggs with a side of civil 
rights discussion peppered 
with words of praise about 
Dr.. Martin Luther King Jr.
For the first time ever, 
Southwestern organized a 
power breakfast to celebrate 
King's life and work.
"This event was student- 
driven and initiated," said 
Steve Ray, Black Student 
Association sponsor.
The morning included a 
discussion panel made up 
of Southwestern faculty and 
community leaders.
The panel spoke about 
King and civil rights injus­
tices that still occur. Speak­
ers also provided personal 
stories that reflected the 
teachings of Dr. King.
Organizations such as 
the Student Government 
A ssociation, Black S tu­
dent Association, Student 
Oklahoma Education As­
sociation and the Collegiate 
Activities Board decided the 
Power Breakfast was how 
they wanted to celebrate 
it. Southwestern President 
John Hays was especially 
pleased that students ar­
ranged the event.
One reason s tu d en ts  
haven't seen a major event 
for King on campus before 
is because one single orga­
nization cannot afford it. 
However this year, Hays 
and the dean's office pro­
vided financial support.
"I think the breakfast was 
a success," Hays said. "I 
would have been mom than 
happy if over 75 students 
attended, but over 300 stu­
dents came. We had a great
MLK Day on page 2
The additional counters are among the new changes. 
(Photo by Bigyan Koirala)
Grill nears completion
Charles Whetstone
Staff Reporter
Students will soon have 
more choices again for their 
on-campus dining experi­
ence. Remodeling of the 
University Grill is nearing 
completion.
"We don't have an ex­
act date, but it should be 
ready in the second week 
of February," said Duncan 
Taylor, Director of Auxil­
iary Services.
Some problem s that 
caused the delays in the 
remodeling were a weak 
roof on the Student Union 
that could not support the 
new heating and cooling 
systems and the roofers 
being three weeks late to
complete the repairs.
Not only will the Univer­
sity Grill have an updated 
look, but also the seating 
will increase from 275 to 
375 seats.
The old bookstore will 
be the additional seating 
for the grill and a new 
game room. The old game 
room will be a new coffee 
bar.
"The menu at the Uni­
versity Grill is the same as it 
was, with some additional 
items," Taylor said.
However, next fall a new 
concept will be introduced 
at theUniversity Grill. Tay­
lor isn't sure yet what will 
be brought in, but some 
possibilities include asushi 
bar and an ice cream bar.
Months of preparation shower success on 'Rain'
Fine Arts Center crew prepares for "Rain". (Photo by Steven 
Rozzell)
Steven Jeffrey
Staff Reporter
The first Panorama event of the spring semester was 
performed by Cirque Eloize's "Rain" last night in the Fine 
Arts Center.
While the show only lasted a few hours, Fine Arts staff and 
student workers spent months preparing for the elaborate 
show.
For them, preparation for "Rain" included returning to 
work one week early from Christmas break. "We com­
pletely stripped all of our lighting to make way for 'Rain's' 
lighting company, which was probably the hardest thing so 
far," said student worker Caleb Shoaf, a senior psychology 
major. "Then once 'Rain' is over, it's back to stripping all 
of their gear and putting all of ours back up within days 
for the 36th Annual Jazz Festival the following week."
The planning for "Rain" started eight months ago. Last 
November, the actual labor preparation for the event be­
gan.
"We usually start preparing our facility for big events 
during the spring of the previous year," said Kevin Bartel, 
Fine Arts Center director. "It usually starts with seeing what 
we need to do to meet the requirements of the particular 
company we are bringing in, After we know what we have 
to work with, we begin our meetings with rental companies 
so we are not pressed for time later."
Bartel said that "Rain" is the third largest setup ever for 
the Fine Arts staff. The two larger setups were comedian 
Carrot Top and last year's Chinese Acrobats.
The crew neared the completion of the major preparations 
late last week. After many hours of work, it was evident 
that the crew' had developed a keen sense of teamwork.
"You never know what’s next here," said Tim Hawkins, 
a sophomore speech communications major. "One minute 
you could be hanging and focusing lights, and the next 
you could be hanging 60 feet in the air from the ceiling of 
the fine arts by your harness, helping someone else load 
40 pound weights onto the fly-lines."
The hardest part in preparing for "Rain" was not the 
actual labor.
"Communicating with Rain' has been one ot the most 
difficult tilings for us so far, because the crew working with 
them speaks French and use terminology we are completely 
unfamiliar with here," said Darryl Rodriquez, fine arts 
center assistant technical director.
According to Bartel, the E-mails from the "Rain" crew- 
had to be translated.
The crew at the fine arts center will now look forward 
to quickly setting up for next week’s Jazz Festival, and 
then begin preparing for the next Panorama event, which 
is Morgan Spurlock on March 26.
The student crew at the Fine Arts center includes Caleb 
Shoaf, Tim Hawkins, Ty Carlson, Steven Jeffrey, Jordy Ack- 
lin, Brian Johnson, Lane Taylor, Blake Barber and Steven 
Doughty.
Sonobe explains reasons for cancelled classes
By Tyrel McCain
Staff Reporter
Did you have to unexpect­
edly change your spring 
schedule due to a cancelled 
class?
It may have caused prob­
lems with your schedule, 
or maybe it even made you 
a little irritated with the 
school. Either way, it wasn't 
done to cause problems, but 
rather to save the school 
from losing money, Provost 
Dr.. Blake Sonobe said.
On average, five or fewer 
classes are cancelled each 
semester due to lack of en­
rollment in a course.
The required number of 
students in a course is 11 for 
undergraduate classes and 
seven for graduate classes.
When a class does not 
meet the required number, 
department chairs deter­
mine whether or not it is 
necessary to offer the class 
that particular semester. If 
not, they may cancel the 
class for that semester and
offer it in an upcoming one, 
Sonobe said.
As soon as the class is 
cancelled, the department 
chair must call the students 
enrolled. The department 
chair will assist the students 
in finding ways to make up 
hou rs for the coming semes­
ter.
However, if the class is 
one that students need in 
that particular semester, and 
it is a required major course 
rather than an elective, the 
school will offer the class
that semester regardless 
of the number of students 
enrolled, Sonobe said. In 
these cases, the school loses 
money.
Some people might say 
that these class cancellations 
are due to fewer numbers of 
enrolled students at South­
western. Official numbers 
from the registrar's office 
show that Southwestern is 
down 0.7 percent in number 
of students from a year ago. 
Accord i ng to Sonobe, enrol 1- 
ment has been fairly con­
stant over the past years.
"There are years where 
we have more students en­
rolled, and years vve have 
less, but overall, we have 
had a steady number of 
students," Sonobe said.
According to census sta­
tistics, the population in 
western Oklahoma is declin­
ing, and with that, the school 
is receiving fewer students 
from the local areas.
As a way of reversing that 
decline, Southwestern has 
been advertising and target­
ing mainly the western side 
of Oklahoma City in hopes 
of recruiting more students 
from cities such as Yukon, 
Bethany, and Mustang, So­
nobe said.
With this push in adver­
tising from the university, 
more students may begin 
looking at Southwestern as 
a potential school tor them. 
This may result with more 
students enrolled in classes 
and reduce the number of 
cancelled classes each se­
mester, Sonobe said.
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Oklahom ans 
score in Powerball
Jeremy Prentice, a history education major, sells a Powerball ticket at Hutch's. (Photo by 
Melody Bowen)
By Rebecca M. Fleming
Staff Reporter
Powerball, one of the most popular lotter­
ies in the United States, made its way into 
Oklahoma Jan. 14.
Students have been flocking to the local 
convenient stores for a chance at the big 
pot," now standing at over $1.1 million and 
rising.
The cost of a Powerball ticket ranges 
from one dollar per play to $2 a play if you 
select the Powerplay option, allowing you 
to multiply your winnings by up to five 
times. Sales from machines in Oklahoma 
produced 33,679 winning tickets totaling 
$255,160 in winnings from Oklahoma's first 
Powerball drawing on Saturday, according 
to The Oklahoman.
Out of Saturday's winners, more than 
7,000 chose the Powerplay option.
Through the first 14 weeks, Powerball 
averaged sales at up to $5,054,840 a week. 
After years of debate over whether lottery 
would even be passed, the idea of the money 
being put towards something like education 
turned many heads.
Education receives 30 percent of the total 
amount won in a week. Sales need to average 
about $5.9 million every week to hit projec­
tions. In the first week alone, overall lottery 
sales dispersed $65.5 million to Oklahoma s 
schools.
Powerball sales are expected to keep 
growing as the jackpot grows.
The rules of the game can be confusing 
to some, but there are nine different ways to 
win. The jackpot is won by matching all five 
white balls in any order, and the red Pow­
erball. You can receive more instruction on 
how to play along with your Powerball ticket 
at any participating convenient store.
Alsberq's poetry published
Fred Alsberg, an assistant professor in the 
Southwestern's Department of Language 
Arts, has recently published, or had ac­
cepted for publication, six of his poems.
"Humility" will be appearing in Pennine 
Ink, a Great Britain publication. "Beach­
comber," "Congratulations," and "Bed­
time" will be appearing in Talking River, 
an Idaho literary magazine.
An interview with Alsberg and a se­
lection of his poems will be published in 
the Spring/Sum m er issue of Westview,
Southwestern's literary magazine.
He will also be reading from his work in 
Albuquerque this February.
"Oklahoma Windscape" appeared in the 
M ay/June 2005 issue of Oklahoma Today, 
and "Beginning the M odern-day Odyssey" 
appeared in a recent issue of Louisiana 
Review.
Alsberg teaches creative writing, litera­
ture and composition classes at Southwest­
ern and advises majors in the "English: 
Writing Emphasis" major.
MLK Day continued from page 1
turn out," Hays said.
Students also though it was a success.
"I went to the breakfast because I wanted 
to hear the faculty's and others' opinions 
on Dr. King, and I also thought it would 
be interesting," said Matt Watkins, an art 
education sophomore.
Due to its success, many believe observ­
ing Martin Luther King Day in this way is
a better alternative than cancelling classes 
for the day.
"I am tempted to say more people were 
educated at the breakfast than if we would 
have taken the day off," Ray said.
With the support from the president and 
the dean's office, the organizations hope to 
continue and maybe expand on the power 
breakfast.
Drought fuels burn ban
Fire and smoke threaten an RV park in Oklahoma City. (Photo 
by Melody Bowen)
By M elody  Lee B ow en 
Staff Reporter
Campus and city' officials 
urge students to follow the 
statew ide burn ban rules 
during the drought that has 
fueled recent wildfires.
According to state in­
formation officer Michelle 
Finch, since Nov.. 1, 2005, 
Oklahoma has had approxi­
mately 1,600 fires burning 
428,000 acres. Weatherford 
Fire Chief David Wright 
urges students to be fire 
sm art and use com m on 
sense. Some rules include 
the following:
1) Do not throw cigarettes 
out the car windows.
2) Do not pull your car on 
d ry grassy areas, because hot 
catalytic converters can start 
a fire.
3) Do not shoot fireworks 
off.
W eatherford has been 
fortunate to have only 8 to 
10 fires, burning five acres.
Currently, SWOSU has not 
had any fires, Wright said.
The burn ban prohibits 
outdoor-charcoaling, camp­
fire and any other open fires. 
Some of the married housing 
has gas grills, but gas grills 
are not covered in the burn 
ban. Open burning will re­
sult in criminal prosecution, 
punishable by a fi ne not more 
than $500, imprisonment for
not more than one year, or 
both.
"People are watering their 
yards because of the fire 
danger," said Wright.
The city' of Weatherford 
needs to do some brush 
burning, but can not be­
cause of the burn ban. "The 
students have to go by the 
burn ban like the whole 
state," said Sergeant Rick
Bolar, Campus Police Acting 
Chief.
There are fire extinguish­
ers in all police vehicles. 
Maintenance personnel can 
be called if needed to help 
put fires out. There are sprin­
kler systems in buildings on 
campus. The grass is kept 
short and clean, a plus even 
not in a bum  ban. A crew of 
five or six personnel cleans 
up the campus ever)' morn­
ing, Monday through Friday. 
Safety Specialist Tom Willis 
does the maintenance on all 
the fire extinguishers and 
checks the buildings every­
day to keep everyone safe.
"Matterofsecondscounts. 
You can put a small fire out 
easier than a big one that is 
out of control," said Bolar. 
He also urges students to 
use common sense and call 
Campus Police, Weatherford 
Fire or Police Department if 
you see anything against the 
bum  ban. To report a fire call 
911.
34ounce mug makes return
34 and 22 ounce mugs are now available while supplies last, 
photo by Kimberly Keller
By Hadley Mitchell
Staff Reporter
Students can get free refills for another year with the 
purchase of a Fast Lane mug.
Fast Lane is a locally owned and operated chain of con­
venient stores located in Weatherford and Clinton.
Those who buy a Fast Lane 2006 edition mug get free 
refills of soda and coffee until Dec.. 31.
There are two different sizes this year. The 22 ounce mug 
is $9.99 and the 34 ounce mug is $12.99.
Last year, Fast Lane did not offer the 34 ounce mug like 
the previous year. Due to the request of its customers, Fast 
Lane brought the larger size back for 2006.
This is the third year for owners Rick and Sheila Koch to 
offer this to their customers.
"Rick and I decided to offer the free refills as a way of 
customer appreciation for all our loyal customers," Sheila 
Koch said.
The mugs have been available for purchase since Decem­
ber and only a limited number are available. When all the 
mugs are sold, there will not be anymore ordered.
The mugs can be purchased at the Fast Lane on Airport 
Road, Fast Lane at Main and Kansas, or at the Fast Lane on 
Hwy 183 in Clinton.
The Southw estern
S pring  2 0 0 6  S ta f f
'
Editor in Chief........................................ Brandon Berry
News Editors............................... Sharmirta Manandbar
and Lynsie Baskin
Features Editor........................................ Brandi Nabors
Sports Editors.............................................Aaron Fisher
and Andy Tschcttcr
Advertising Manager..............................Maghin Merrill
Advertising Representatives.............Garret Castle\?erry
and Drew Spitzer
Photographers......................................... Jonathan Bost,
Melody Bowen, Kimlxrly Keller and Emily Montgomery
News Reporting Staff.....................Lola Adeyemi, Micah
Booze, Melody Bowen,Leah Church-well, Kahe Cossey, Re­
becca Fleming, Liura Haxvkin, Monica Hinojo$,i. Steven 
Jeffrey, Tyrel McCain, Jennifer McDaniel, Fladley Mitch­
ell, Dawn Nauman, Kara Paschal, Randall Pemberton, 
Bethany Rangel, Charles Whetstone. Kristy Wilson
Section Editing Staff....................... Lob Adeyemi, Zach
Dumas, Daniel Goforth, Katie Hall, Shannon Harbison, 
Laura Hawkins, Steven Jeffrey. Koirala Bigyan, Ytrel Mc- 
Ciin, Randall Pemberton, Jayme Reichert, Stephen Roz- 
zell, Katie Searcy
The Southwestbrm is the student publication of South­
western Oklahoma State University. It is published every 
Wednesday during the Jail and spring semesters, except 
during holidays and finals week. Students in the editing 
class serve as section editors, and students in the news 
gathering and reporting class serve as writers.
The editorial board meets every Wednesday at 3:00pan. 
in the journalism lab, Campbell 211.
The Southwestern encourages comments from the stu- 
dent body, faadty and administration in the form of 
letters to the editor. All letters must include a name for 
consideration however, the name mav be witheld upon 
reauest. Theopinsxrdwtgalthe opinsfwr;ugd,bxal.Ncyvm-istraon, fculy.
MAILING ADDRESS:
The Southwestern
Southwestern Oklahoma State University 
100 Campus Drive 
Weatherford, OK 73096
TELEPHONE:
(580) 774 - 3045 
E-MAIL:
thesouthwestern@swosu.edu
Feb. 1, 2006
News Page 3
Construction for new Chi Alpha building starts
The old Chi Alpha building was moved onto private property at the beginning of the 
semester. (Photo provided )
Kristy Wilson
Staff Reporter
Construction of a build­
ing for the campus religious 
ministry of Chi Alpha will 
soon begin.
The old bu ild ing  that 
once sat east of campus was 
moved at the beginning of 
this semester onto private 
property.
"The building wasold and 
could not accommodate Chi 
Alpha's weekly meetings/' 
said Jason Barr, Chi Alpha 
director, "It served mostly 
as a hangou t and lodging for 
some students."
Construction on the now
empty' lot will begin in the 
first couple weeks of Febru­
ary.
The house will cost about 
$200,000. The funds are com­
ing from Chi Alpha alumni, 
and the rest will be paid off 
with a three-year loan.
Barr expects the house 
to be finished around the 
beginning of the summer of 
2006.
The building will be a 
metal-style house that is 
mostly open floor space, 
with a kitchen, bathroom, 
and some small offices.
Barr said that the main 
intent is to have an "easy-to- 
break-down area" in which
meetings, gatherings, and 
parties could be held.
"It will basically serve 
needs, however we need to 
fit them," Barr said.
This project has been in 
the making for three years. 
Chi Alpha first had to meet 
the city's building require­
ments and address a parking 
problem.
"The school has really bent 
over backwards to make this 
possible for us," Barr said, 
"President Hays especially 
has been a big help."
Chi Alpha presently meets 
in Room 102 of the Fine Arts 
bu ild ing  on W ednesday 
nights at 8.
University Market monitors the store with video surveillance. (Photo by Bigyan Koirala)
University Market takes 
measures against shoplifters
Lola Adeyemi
Staff Reporter
Stealing has become a 
problem in Southwestern at 
die University Market and 
the bookstore.
Last semester, approxi­
mately six instances of stu­
dents caught shoplifting 
food items from the Market 
and an instance shoplifting 
shirts at die bookstore were 
reported.
Monitoring of the video 
surveillance caught one act.
The accused responded 
with "everyone is doing it."
Upon learning this infor­
mation, die campus police 
and the University Market 
checked if shoplifting was
actually a problem. Astudent 
employee monitored the
video surveillance system. 
Campus police realized it was 
a problem which needed to 
be corrected.
"Video surveillance is key 
part of the cases. The C-store 
would rather take the dam­
ages than falsely accuse a 
studen t," Sergeant Rick Bolar, 
department of public safety 
said.
The decision to prosecute 
the accused or not lies with 
the store. If the decision is 
to prosecute, the officer on 
duty will process die incident 
either one of the two ways:
1. On the city level, it Is a 
ticket of $109 and jail time 
until the bond is paid.
2. On county level, a fine 
of $300 plus jail time until the 
bond is paid and placed on 
t)ie shoplifter's permanent 
record.
On top of the fine, the 
shoplifter will also pay court 
costs, serve retention, com­
munity service, and visit 
with the dean after the court. 
The dean has the choice of 
expulsion, even on a fifty-cent 
candy bar.
It is a misconception that 
in order for it to be called 
shoplifting, the accused has 
to leave the store.
"You don't have to leave 
the store. As long as the items 
are concealed, we have the 
right to call it shop lifting," 
Bobbie Mackey, University 
Market manager said.
A ttem pted shoplifting 
holds the same punishment 
as shoplifting.
The University Market 
lias posted signs saying that 
shoplifters will be arrested 
and persecuted.
K-Dog gets back in action
Monica Hinojosa
Staff Reporter
K-Dog began Season 3 wi th 
the cast and crew pumped for 
the premiere episode, which 
aired on Monday, Jan. 30 at 
7 p.m. on Cebridge Cable 
Channel 20.
This season "Back For 
More" is sure to bring some 
new faces to the television and 
lots of laughs.
Producer Jazz Ellis said, 
"This season is to be our best 
ever because our cast has 
lots of heart and is working
extremely hard."
K-Dog airs twice a week 
on Monday and Thursday 
evenings at 7 p.m. The show 
will not only have the news 
and sports but will also consist 
of an array of skits including 
a "ghettofied" American Idol, 
Fashion Victims, and witty 
versions of contemporary 
commercials.
K-Dog wants anyone with 
ideas or upcoming organiza­
tional events to e-mail Jazz 
at sw-k-dog@tiotmail.com. 
Let them help your event be 
a success and get the word
out not only to Southwestern 
students, but also the sur­
rounding communities.
W hen Valerie Schm it 
was asked what she was 
most looking forward to 
this season she said, "being 
famous."
K-dog was restarted only 
last spring and is excited that 
it has become a hit. For your 
viewing pleasure, on Monday 
and Thursday evenings right 
before CSI, click the remote 
over to Channel 20 and share a 
laugh or two with your fellow 
Southwestern students.
Battle of the genders for a trip
The Battle of the Genders
will take place Feb. 6, 7 and 
9 in Southwestern Wellness 
Center where four students 
will win trips to Cancun. The 
competition will start at 5 
p.m. each evening.
Teams of four (all men 
or all women) will compete 
during three evenings of 
competition, sponsored by 
the Collegiate A ctivities 
Board. The teams can be
comprised of Southwestern
student^ faculty and staff 
members.
Entry deadline is Feb. 2 at 
4 p.m. Registration forms are 
available in Stafford Center 
214.
Cindy Dougherty, dean of 
students said the competi­
tion will be major fun.
On Feb. 6, team s will 
compete in word scramble 
and problem solving com­
petitions. There w ill be
frozen turkey bow!ing and 
gender trivia on Feb. 7. The 
competition will conclude on 
Feb. 9 with obstacle course 
races involving a food buffet, 
football drills, tired wood, 
5-legged race and balancing 
act.
Additional information is 
available by contacting CAB 
at (580) 774-7153 or cab@ 
swosu.edu.
StudentscandonatebloodtowinaSaturn
The O klahom a Blood 
Institute is holding a blood 
drive Monday and Tuesday. 
Students can give blood and 
enter to win a 2006 Saturn 
VUE from Bob Moore Sat­
urn.
The blood drive will be at 
the Wellness Center from 11 
a.m. to 5 p.m.
Ronald O. Gilcher, M.D.,
Medical Director for Okla­
homa Blood Institute says, 
"The holiday season and 
the months of January and 
February are delicate times 
for us. We especially need 
Type O donors as well as 
consistent platelet donations 
during this time."
Every donor will receive a 
free T-Shirt and health checks
on body temperature, blood 
pressure, pulse rate and 
cholesterol and iron levels. 
Now through Feb. 11 blood 
donations may be used as to 
win a new car.
Blood donors who register 
to be an organ, eye, and tissue 
donor though LifeShare will 
receive an additional entry as 
will all OEA members.
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Matter of opinion 
Tipping at restaurants
Brandi Nabors
Tipping by definition is the 
act of giving a small amount 
of money to someone for per­
forming a service. I always 
leave a tip for my waiter or 
waitress when 1 go out and 
eat. It is understood that you 
leave a 10 to 15 percent tip 
after a meal. If you don't feel 
like dealing with math you 
can always take the tax on 
your bill and double it. Still, 
others leave just a dollar or
two and think that is plenty'.
When I went to Atlanta, Georgia for vacation last summer, 
my cousin took my parents and me out to a fancy restaurant. 
There we experienced fine dining and a pleasant atmosphere. 
It was obvious, this restaurant was expensive (but the food 
was great, so it was worth it). My cousin paid for our dinner 
so we didn't see the check, but we did see her leave a tip. A 
tip of ten dollars! Now, this was my third trip to Atlanta and 
this particular restaurant, so I was expecting my cousin to 
leave a gracious tip. My parents on the other hand, did not. 
Bom and raised in Oklahoma, my parents have always been 
the kind of people to leave a 2 or 3 dollar tip.
After seeing my cousin lay down the tip money in the 
receipt book, I thought my dad had skipped a heartbeat or
forgot to breathe. His wide-eyed look at my cousin made 
her and me giggle. She explained that in Atlanta, people 
always tipped really well for the service. (After we left the 
restaurant and the valet driver brought back her car, she 
also tipped him very well.) She told us that Atlanta is a very 
expensive place to live and that good tips were expected 
of customers. But in Atlanta instead of calling it tips, they 
say gratuitv. After that experience I have noticed my par­
ents now tip just a bit more when we go out and eat in our 
hometown or else where.
I have friends who are waiters and waitresses and I know 
that they use their tip money for necessary needs ranging 
from groceries to paying bills. Some people may think that 
the waiter or waitress will only get a tip from them if they 
are waited on hand and foot and their tea glass never gets 
empty. Others may think it is just not necessary to leave a 
tip.
My own personal thoughts and reasons to leave a tip
are:
(1) It is the proper thing to do.
(2) The waiter or waitress is waiting on you. Serving 
you and doing what you ask of them. Why not show your 
gratitude with what they are there to earn?
(3) Some waiters and waitresses need their tips and do 
use them for life needs.
(4) It is out of respect for someone who is trying to earn 
a living. (Waiter salaries are sometimes not the highest)
Andy Tschetter
You can call me a cheap­
skate, you can call me a 
tightwad, or you can call 
me the guy who chose to 
do the counterpoint of this 
argument on the topic of tip­
ping-
Society has told us we have 
to tip. After a meal we have 
to throw in three or four extra 
bucks to show our apprecia­
tion to the waiter or waitress 
serving us. Whatever hap­
pened to “thank you for serving us ?
I don't tip because society told me to. I tip because I want 
to. If the waiter or waitress that happens to be serving me 
at a restaurant meets a list of specific requirements, I will 
throw in a little something extra. If not, they will be lucky 
to get the "thank you for serving me" after my meal.
In my opinion, tipping is an incentive for a waiter to suc­
ceed. Before I order, I hand him or her a list of requirements 
and ask if they are up to the challenge of meeting them.
The requirements on my list are not hard to follow. Here 
they are:
(1) My water glass must be full at all times. Failure to do 
so will result in no tip.
(2) The waiter or waitress serving me cannot make any 
comments on how fast or how slow 1 ate my meal, even if 
it was a joke.
(3) The waiter cannot make any comments on how my 
date looks, good or bad. That's my job.
(4) The waiter must give me his word that he will make 
sure the chefs in the back use some sort of anti-bacterial 
handwash, provided by me, before preparing my food.
Like I said before, my requirements are not hard to meet. 
But you would be surprised how many waiters fail to meet 
these four simple regulations. It's not that I m cheap (or 
maybe it is), it's just that I expect these people to put forth 
maximum effort in their job. If you scratch my back, 111 
scratch yours.
Thamer Al-Jarrah, political science major, receives his cap and gown for the Spring graduation ceremony. (Photo by Melody Bowen)
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Miss Oklahoma crowned new Miss America
Sharmina M anandhar
News Editor
Now Miss America, Jennifer Berry (left), emceed the Miss 
Southwestern pageant last semester where Ashley Bledsoe 
was named Miss Southwestern.
Oklahomans all over the country 
cheered as Miss Oklahoma, Jennifer 
Bern’, was crowned Miss America 2006 
on Saturday, Jan. 21, at the Aladdin 
Resort & Casino in Las Vegas.
Bern’ is the fifth Miss Oklahoma 
to be crowned Miss America after 
Norma Smallwood (1927), Jane Ann 
Jay roe (1967), Susan Powell (1981) and 
Shawntel Smith (1996).
Berry's platform for the pageant 
was prevention of drunken driving.
For her talent routine, she danced 
a ballet.
An elementary education major at 
the University of Oklahoma, Berry 
was awarded a $30,000 tuition schol­
arship.
Berry will be in a yearlong speaking 
tour, one of the responsibilities of Miss 
America. She will continue to support 
her platform as Miss America.
Berry also won the talent competi­
tion held on Wednesday night of the 
competition.
The first runner-up was Miss Geor­
gia. Miss Alabama followed as second 
runner-up and Miss Virginia and Miss 
District of Columbia finished up the 
top five. Miss Hawaii won the Miss 
Congeniality award.
"1 am really glad that she won. She 
is an inspiration to Oklahomans all 
over the country," said Andy Flow­
ers, a senior majoring in elementary 
education.
The pageant was televised on Coun­
try Music Television, a cable outlet 
with some 78 million subscribers, in­
stead of a major network television.
I his may be the reason why many 
people didn't get to watch the pageant 
this year.
"I wish I could have watched and 
cheered for Miss Oklahoma," said 
Abigail Robertson, a senior nursing 
major.
This year's show was emceed by 
Desperate Housewives star James Den­
ton.
Miss America was busy her first 
week as a guest on several talk shows 
and morning news shows all shot in 
New York.
The Miss America Pageant was 
shown on Jan. 21 for the first time 
on CMT giving the channel it's high­
est ratings. The pageant has made its 
home on CMT where it will be aired 
every year.
Movie Review
Rumor Has It
"Rumor Has It" is a film with dry wit and romance 
that is sure to please. Using the tag line "based on a true 
rumor", the audience is immediately sucked into a world 
in which things are not always what they seem...or are 
they? 
In Pasadend, California secrets and scandals are kept 
iush-hush within the walls of the quiet suburbia. Sarah 
Huttinger's (Jennifer Aniston) world is turned upside 
down when she learns that her mother and her grand­
mother (Shirley MacLaine) were the inspiration for the 
1960s book and film "The Graduate" and that she may 
actually be the offspring of the real life event.
Sarah, feeling that she has lost a grasp on reality and 
a sense of herself, is then determined to find the "other 
man" in both her mother's and grandmother's lives 
and discover what really happened more than 30 years 
ago.
This "other man" is Beau Burroughs (Kevin Costner), 
whose initials even match those of Dustin Hoffman's 
character in "The Graduate." Costner is quite convinc­
ing in this role as the charming and handsome "man of 
the hour."
It is discovered that Beau is not Sarah's father when he 
explains that due to a "blunt testicular trauma" in his 
college days, he is not able to father children. A twist in 
events then occurs in which a third generation romance 
between Beau and Sarah begins.
At this point in the film 1 became a little uncomfortable 
and confused. Was this man being truthful? Was Sarah 
really kissing her father? My mind was screaming for 
her to stop if this was the case. My fears only worsened 
when Sarah was introduced to Blake Burroughs (Mike 
Vogel), Beau Burroughs' son.
The audience is put at ease when Beau explains to 
Sarah that Blake is not his biological son. This change in 
events does not help Sarah's situation, but only worsens 
it when Sarah's fiance Jeff Daly, played by Mark Ruf- 
falo, sees Beau and Sarah together and breaks off their 
engagement.
Jennifer Aniston does a mediocre job as Sarah Huttinger. 
Her character is not too far from any of her other roles, 
such as that of her persona on the hit show "Friends." 
Shirley MacLaine, on the other hand, deserves praise 
for her portrayal as the zany, brazen grandmother and 
embodiment of the legendary Mrs. Robinson.
What this film lacked in plot, it made up for in laughter, 
moments of hysteria and the pressing question: what 
will happen next?
-Laura Hawkins
American Idol sings its way into new season
This season the judges have been said to be more critical.
Kara Paschal
Staff Reporter
K elly C la rk so n , R u­
ben S tuddard , Fantasia, 
Carrie Underwood: Who 
will be the next American 
Idol? The show began its 
5th season Jan. 17 with a 
two-hour premier on Fox.
The rest of the regular 
season will air Tuesday at 
7:00 p.m. and Wednesday 
at 8:00 p.m.
The show began in Chi­
cago making its way to Den­
ver, Colorado and Greens­
boro, North Carolina, then 
off to San Francisco, and a 
couple more stops on the 
way to Hollywood.
In these cities, the best 
and the worst of the contes­
tants were out to show their  
stuff.
Idol starts off with try­
outs and then begins to 
narrow the list down to 
those who can make it to 
Hollywood.
The new season begins by 
showing viewers the good
and not so good auditions.
When auditions are over, 
viewers get to watch the 
contestants try to make it 
in Hollywood.
After several episodes 
and the narrowing down of 
the contestants, the actual 
contest begins.
Randy Jackson, Paula 
Abdul, and everyone's fa­
vorite, Simon Cowell, come 
together and find the top 20 
contestants.
Viewers are encouraged 
to call in or text their vote 
each Tuesday night for their 
favorite  con testan t. On 
Wednesday night, the show 
cuts the contestant with the 
lowest num ber of votes 
from the night before.
Brandi Lorenz, a phar­
macy student, predicts that 
this season's winning genre 
will be rock because "it 
fits the mold from the past 
shows". She believes that 
the judges are fair in their 
critiques, and her favorite 
is Paula.
P o p u la r  a r t is ts  le ad  in 
G ram m y n o m in a tio n s
Jennifer McDaniel
Staff Reporter
"And the Grammy goes to..."
Artists work hard ever)' year to hear 
those famous five words.
The Grammy is presented in a number 
of categories such as Best New Artist, Al­
bum of the Year 
and Song of the 
Year. To tune 
in to the Gram­
my's, watch CBS,
Wednesday, Feb.
8, at 8 p.m. e t/ 
pt.
T h is  y e a r ,
Mariah Carey is 
nom inated  for 
eight Grammy's, 
including Best 
Album, Song of 
the Year and Re­
cord of the Year.
Kanye West and John Legend are also 
nominated eight times. West is nominated 
for Song of the Year for "Gold Digger" and 
Legend tor Best New Artist.
While some students are anticipating the 
Grammy's, others are just not looking for­
ward to it.
Danielle Riley, a junior Biological Sciences 
major, said, "I think the Grammy's are too 
long, I'll probably just watch the red car­
pet."
Stephanie Baker, a senior 
Elementary Education ma­
jor, agrees with Riley. "I 
already know what I like 
so it doesn't really matter 
who wins."
On the other hand, Can­
dace Stubbs, a freshman 
H ealth  Sciences major, 
said, "Yeah I'll watch the 
Grammy's! I'm really ex­
cited to see who wins Best 
New Artist."
Bracelets sold for Kayla Watson memorial scholarship
Bracelets in memory of Lady Bulldog basketba ll player 
Kayla Watson are being sold to fund a scholarship in her 
honor.
Watson was killed in a car crash last August. 
Bracelets are beingsoldatevery homebasketballgame, 
at the university bookstore and at First Place Printing.
They are also available in the office of professor Lisa 
Boggs in Old Science 110-B. They sell one for $3 or tw'o 
for $5. All money collected goes to the Kayla Fund.
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Men's team  works 
on im provem ent
Senior guard Lonnie Cooks is leading the men's basketball team in scoring this season, with 13.7 
points a game. He also leads the team in assists and steals. (Photo by Emily Montgomery)
By Bethany Rangel
Staff Reporter
Although moststudents had winterbreak, 
the Bulldog men's basketball did not have 
that luxury'. The played several games, im­
proving with every effort.
The heartbreaks included a 65-56 loss to 
Arkansas Tech and a 84-73 loss to Central 
Missouri. The hard work paid off with a 62-59 
home win against Texas A&M-kingsville.
Since then, however, the Bulldogs have 
dropped five straight, including a heart­
breaking overtime loss to Central Oklahoma 
last Wednesday.
The Bulldogs have a current record of 3- 
15. Their leading player is returning senior, 
Lonnie Cooks. Next in line are junior Reg­
gie Gunn and senior Jon Gunn, who both 
average 12 points a game. However, Jon 
Gunn hasn't been able to play for the last 
few games due to a concussion.
Coach Scott Reed says about game atten­
dance, "We've gotten very good support."
From a player's perspective, McKinley 
Bethea, a junior who plays guard, says that 
a lot of people come to the games and the 
gym is usually full.
"The keys for us are, No. 1, get healthy. 
For us to have success we need to be ef­
ficient on the offensive end and be a good 
defensive team," Reed said. "With both of 
those things together, we are a very good 
basketball team."
The next home game is at 8 p.m. Feb. 8 
against East Central.
Player Profile
Lonnie Cooks
Name: Lonnie Cooks aka "Scooter"
Sport: Men's Basketball 
Year: Senior
Major: Parks and Recreation 
Favorite Athlete: Allen Iverson 
Favorite CD: "Who is Mike Jones"
Favorite TV Shows: Martin and The Jamie Foxx Show 
Favorite Food: Fried chicken 
Favorite Restaurant: Applebee's
Who has been the biggest influence in your life, why?
"It would definitely have to be my mom. She knows how to 
make it through all the struggles, and I just want to follow 
in her footsteps."
If you could have one athletes abilities for a day who 
would it be?
"Vince Carter, just so I could dunk like him."
What sport besides basketball do you enjoy the most. 
"That would have to be football"
Lady Bulldogs win third straight
Grace Ann Jones drives past a Southeastern defender during a recent home game. (Photo 
by Emily Montgomery)
By Andy Tschetter
Sports Editor
The Southw estern Lady 
Bulldog basketball team won its 
third straight game on Saturday 
beating Northeastern State 65- 
60, extending their win streak 
to three. The Bulldogs are 10-9 
overall and 3-1 in conference 
play.
Senior guard/forward Julie 
Dawson has been the main factor 
for the Bulldogs success. Dur­
ing their three game win streak 
Dawson is averaging 20 points 
and shooting over 42% from 
beyond the three point line.
Newcomer Andrea Oldham 
notched her seventh double­
double of the season against 
UCO. Oldham leads the Bull­
dogs in rebounds per game and 
total rebounds.
The Bulldogs are second in 
the North division behind Texas 
A&M Commerce. The two teams 
will meet on the 4th.
Coach Shelly Pond has her 
team playing at a very high 
level at just the right time. En­
tering conference play the team 
struggled to put back-to-back 
wins together.
"The girls are fun to watch. 
They're putting up impressive 
numbers," says Sports Editor 
Aaron Fisher. "I don't see very 
many teams beating them. 
They'll be tough to beat in the 
LSC tournament."
With only three home games 
left, the Bulldogs will have to 
continue to play even better to 
continue the success they are 
having now.
The Bulldogs next home 
game is on February 8th at 6:00 
in the Rankin-Williams Field-
house.
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Handy Murphy (above) gets 
ready for the next event 
at the International Finals 
Rodeo. Murphy, who ison the 
Southwestern rodeo team, 
won the All-Around title at 
the rodeo.
M urphy wins IFR title
By Leah Churchwell
Staff Reporter
Southw estern  s tuden t 
and rodeo team member 
Bandy Murphy was named 
the 2006 International Finals 
Rodeo Champion at the IFR 
championship in Oklahoma 
City on Jan. 12-14.
While at the IFR, he earned 
an astounding $10,15b not 
including bonuses. 1 le was 
also named Rookie of the 
Year.
Only the top 15 contes­
tants in each event get to 
compete in the IFR. Murphy 
qualified in bareback bronc 
riding, bull riding and saddle 
bronc riding.
Murphy won the IFR by 
consistently doing well in 
each of his events, including 
a second place finish in bull 
riding.
He scored better than guys
whocompeted in many more 
rodeos throughout the year 
than he did. Injuries, such 
as dislocating his ribs three 
times, and school responsi­
bilities prohibited Murphy 
from competing in more 
rodeos.
To Murphy, the rodeo life 
comes naturally because Ins 
dad owns a rodeo company 
Southwestern was also an 
easy choice.
"I did my research and 
SWOSU had the number 
one record as far as rodeo is 
concerned," he said.
When he graduates he 
hopes to continue on the 
rodeo circuit and then use 
his business degree with an 
emphasis in management 
to manage a construction 
company.
Bandy Murphy will compete 
in the Southwestern rodeo on 
April 6-8 at Rader Park .
Seahawks, Steelers set 
for Super Bowl Sunday
By Micah Booze
Staff Reporter
The Super Bowl rolls 
into Detroit on Sunday, 
Feb. 5th . It will be broad­
cast at 5:30 on ABC.
The two team s who 
have earned their spot to 
compete for the Limbardi 
Trophy are the Pittsburgh 
Steelers and Seattle Se­
ahawks. This is the first 
time in history t h a t  th e   
Seahawks have  accom­
plished this honor. The 
Steelers are looking to add 
to their other four rings.
The Steelers, who have 
been underdogs through­
out the playoffs, have 
proved them selves by 
defeating the top seeded 
Colts and the tough Den­
ver team. This will be the 
first time for Jerome Bettis, 
AKA 'The Bus" to make 
a stop in the Super Bow'l
as well as the second year 
pro Ben Roethlisberger
The Steelers don't neces­
sarily have it easy, dealing 
with the league's MVP 
Shaun Alexander, who 
tied the record for most 
touchdowns in NFL his­
tory' and led the league in 
rushing yards. Not only 
does Pittsburgh’s defense 
have to worry' about the 
ground game, they also 
h a v e  to  face  o n e  o f  th e  
league's most accurate 
QB's, Matt Hasselbeck.
It will be an interesting 
game on come Super Bow 1 
Sunday. An underdog 
team who w asn 't sup­
posed to make it, who's 
the first 6th seed to go 
to the Super Bowl and a 
high powered offense led 
by the MVP. It will make 
for great watching and for 
some nice coffee talk come 
Monday.
Students invited to SWOSU night at Hornets game
Dean of Students Cindy Dougherty' 
invites students to participateinSWOSU 
Night at tlie Oklahoma City' Hornets 
basketball game Friday, March 31.
Tickets are on sale now for the game 
against the MemphisCrizzlies at the Ford 
Center. So far, mon* than 480 students
have signed up to attend, Dougherty 
said.
Tickets an* $25. However, they cost 
only $10 if the student wears a Rankin 
Rowdies T-shirt when he or she buys 
a ticket. Or, a ticket will cost $15 if the 
student does not have a Rankin Rowdies
shirt but takes one to wear to the game.
Tickets are available in the Dean of 
Students office at Stafford 214. Dorm 
residents an> encouraged to check with 
their RA to see if free tickets are avail­
able.
The game is at 7 p m
Football draft full of tough decisions
By Aaron Fisher
Spor/s Editor
T h e e n d u l  the college
I  ( K l U ’ i l l l  M M M ’ I l  D m  I V ' 1 i n * ’
day diehard football fans 
crave, Draft Day.
This season's unlucky 
teams, the teams with the 
worst records, will become 
the lucky ones, they get the 
chance to chose first. Follow­
ing is a run-down of the top 
10 prospects and the teams 
that are predicted to pick 
them.
1. Reggie Bush-HB USC- 
Houston Texans
Who else would you pick 
other than one of the most 
dynamic players currently 
playing the game of foot­
ball? Reggie is sure to break 
records.
2. Matt Leinart-QB USC- 
New Orleans Saints
The Saints are looking to­
ward the future. Needing a quartebckhmn
be built around, the Saint's 
future is the cool, calm and 
collected QB from USC.
3. Vince Young-QB Texas- 
Tcnnessee Titans 
Young's stock skyrocketed 
after hissuperhuman perfor­
mance in this year's national 
championship. He will be­
come a superstar under the 
tutelage of Steve McNair.
4. D'Brickashaw Ferguson- 
OT Virginia- New York 
Jets
What else are you going 
to be in life with the name 
D'Brickashaw, other than a 
giant block of man? The Jets 
really need to rebuild their
offensive line and D'Brick' 
is a really good start.
5. Mario Williams-DE North
Carolina State- Green Bay
P i c k e r s
He is the best  DE prospect 
since Julius Peppers. (If you 
were wondering, Julius Pep­
pers is amazing.)
6. Jay Cutler- (JB Vander- 
built- Oakland 
The Raiders are looking 
to replace the aging Kerry' 
Collins and Cutler might be 
their man
7. A.J. Hawk- OLB Ohio 
State- San Francisco 49ers
Hawk is a beast as a outside 
linebacker. He will be a great 
addition to help restore the 
4t)er defense.
8. Maloti Hgata DT-Oregon- 
Buffalo Bills
Hgata has some injury issues
but if everything pans ou t, he 
w'ould a great addition to the 
Bills' front line.
9. M ichael H uff CB/S- 
Texas- Detroit Lions 
Probably one of the most 
underrated players in college 
football, Huft will make an 
impact to the Lion defense.
10. D eA ngelo W illiam s 
HB- M em phis- Arizona 
Cardinals
This man was a big time 
player during his career at 
Memphis. The Cardinals 
will become a whole new 
team with the addition of this 
speedy running back.
These are |ust educated 
guesses as of nght now It will 
remain a surprise until you 
hear, "With the first pick in 
the2006 NFL draft the Hous­
ton Texans select...... "
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off the m ark by M ark Parisi w w w .o f f th e m a r k.com "Don't Taurus Apart!"by John T Sherman
A cross
1 " ____ land is my land..."
5 Hooks for landing big fish 
10 Ancient port on the Arabian Peninsula
14 First-class
15 Elephant "horns” arc made o f  this
16 Only
17 H ouse, in Havana
18 They're legal tender in Rome
19 G o the way the wind's blowing
20 DRAM ATIC STO RY A B O U T  CATTLE!
23 Thanks, as dc Gaulle would say it
24 Heavenly heights
27 One o f many rocks between Mars and Jupiter
31 Social environment
32 Foot "sheath"
34 Pieces from o ff the ice cap
35 OX EX CEED S C A LL O F D U TY !
40 Crinkly paper
41 Adult male deer
42 Regional pronunciation
44 King with the Grendcl problem
50 Element named after the Norse god o f thunder
52 Baseball's Y ogi
53 SM ART O X , STUM PED!
57 Reword an article or essay
59 Shelves placed one above the other
60 Jab
61 Sister’s mom's sister
62 Dctangle
63 A lw ays
64 Costume in a Julius Caesar play
65 Tries out
66 Cincinnati batting team
Down
1 It's south of Seattle on Puget Sound
2 Trickery
3 Loose-leaf ad in a magazine
4 Ouija board session
5 " ____ the lily" (adorn unnecessarily)
6 T e l____ (Israel's second-largest city)
7 Golfer’s warning cry
8 Composer Liszt
9 "Get something out o f  one's_____ " (seek relief)
10 City on the Texas Panhandle
11 Erasure
12 Before, poetically
13 Word placed before a maiden name
21 It’s breathed in
22 Make as a single entity
25 Pay attention to
26  Pig genus
2 8  __Wan Kenobi
29 Electrically charged atoms
30 "And whatsoever h e ____ shall prosper" Psalm I
33 Ski lift structure
35 Inverted U shape
36 Pleasing to the eye
37 Musical stage production by Offenbach or Strauss
38 Toxin in snake venom
39 Does it inflate with self-importance?
40 Meowcr
43 Expression of annoyance
45 Data in a column or row: abbr
46 Assistant
47 Enjoy one’s self, informally
48 Moved in a curve
49 Leaf gatherers
51 Augusta is its capital
54 Rents out
55 Liverpudian.e.g.
56 GeLs benefits from
57 Ingest.
58 Batman-Robin team, e g.
